FOUR       TALES        BY       ZELIDE

much about my mistress that he made Lady Betty
impatient and began to interest my father in good
earnest. Who knows what that kind of inter-
cession might not have effected? But my father was
compelled to go and spend several days at home
on urgent affairs, and the current of good will,
once checked, could not be set in motion again.

Sir Harry made himself so much at home at
Caliste's that I no longer found her alone with her
new suitor. He was, I think, as much incommoded
by the child, as I was by him. Caliste, in this
situation, displayed an art, and resources of talent,
wit, and kindness such as I had never imagined
possible. The Norfolk squire, not being able to
converse freely with her, desired at least that she
should charm him, as in London, with her voice
and her harpsichord, and asked for French and
Italian airs and operatic pieces; but Caliste, think-
ing all that to be familiar to me and tedious for the
little boy, and that I should also care very little
to help her to her effects by accompanying her, as
used to be my habit, set herself to inventing songs
of which she herself composed the music and I the
words, and which she had sung by the child and
judged by my rival. She sang and played and
made variations on the charming ballad " Have
you see my Hannah? " in such a way as to draw
tears from me a score of times. She also wished
to teach Sir Harry to draw, and, in order to escape
without awkwardness from this incessant music,
she obtained some pictures of Rubens and Snyders,
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